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12 ¦ffÔUûÔ IZY dIYÀff³fûÔ IYû 
¸ff»ff¸ff»f IYSX QZ¦ff ³f¹ff WXfBÊUZ 

¸fWXf»fÃ¸fe ¶¹fcSXû
³fBÊ dQ»»fe, 11 ªf³f½fSXe

AÃfSX²ff¸f ÀfZ JZIYOÞXf °fIY ¶f³f³fZ Uf»fZ ³fE WXfBÊUZ ÀfZ Àf`IYOÞXûÔ dIYÀff³f 
¸ff»ff¸ff»f WXûÔ¦fZÜ ·ffSX°fe¹f SXf¿MÑXe¹f SXfþ¸ff¦fÊ ´fifd²fIYSX¯f (E³fE¨fEAfBÊ) 
´fiûþZ¢MX IZY d»fE »fû³fe °fWXÀfe»f IZY 12 ¦ffÔU IZY dIYÀff³fûÔ IYe þ¸fe³f IYf 
Ad²f¦fiWX¯f IYSXZ¦ffÜ dIYÀff³fûÔ IYû ³fE ·fcd¸f Ad²f¦fiWX¯f E¢MX IZY dWXÀff¶f ÀfZ 
¸fbAfUþf dQ¹ff þfE¦ffÜ WXfBÊUZ IYf d³f¸ffÊ¯f ¸ff¨fÊ ¸fZÔ VfbøY IYSXf³fZ IYe °f`¹ffSXe 
WX`Ü  ·ffSX°f ¸ff»ff ´fdSX¹fûþ³ff IZY °fWX°f dQ»»fe IZY AÃfSX²ff¸f ¸fÔdQSX IZY ´ffÀf 
(dQ»»fe-¸fZSXNX E¢Àf´fiZÀf-UZ) ÀfZ JZIYOÞXf °fIY ¹fWX WXfBÊUZ ¶f³ff¹ff þfE¦ffÜ 
WXfBÊUZ IYû JZIYOÞXf (¸fUeIY»ffÔ ¦ffÔU) ̧ fZÔ BÊÀMX³fÊ ́ fZdSXRZYSX»f E¢Àf´fiZÀf-UZ AüSX 
dQ»»fe-ÀfWXfSX³f´fbSX WXfBÊUZ ÀfZ þûOÞXf þfE¦ffÜ WXfBÊUZ ¶f³ff³fZ IYf IYf¸f °fZþe 
ÀfZ WXû³ff WX`Ü BÀfIZY d»fE þ¸fe³f Ad²f¦fiWX¯f IYe ´fidIiY¹ff þ»Q IYe þfE¦feÜ 
E³fE¨fEAfBÊ IYû 
WXfBÊUZ d³f¸ffÊ¯f 
IZY d»fE »fû³fe 
ÃfZÂf IZY 12 
¦ffÔU IZY dIYÀff³fûÔ 
IYe þ¸fe³f IYf 
A d ² f ¦ f i W X ¯ f 
IYSX³ff WX`Ü Àf·fe 
¦ffÔUûÔ IYe Àfc¨fe 
°f`¹ffSX IYSX »fe 
¦fBÊ WX`Ü  dIYÀff³fûÔ IYû ³fûdMXÀf ·fZþ³fZ IYe °f`¹ffSXe IYe þf SXWXe WX`Ü dþ³f 
¦ffÔU IZY dIYÀff³fûÔ IYe þ¸fe³f IYf Ad²f¦fiWX¯f dIY¹ff þf³ff WX` CX³fIZY ³ff¸f 
´fiVffÀf³f IYû ·fZþZ þfEÔ¦fZÜ ³fE ·fcd¸f Ad²f¦fiWX¯f E¢MX IZY °fWX°f dIYÀff³fûÔ IYû 
¸fbAfUþf dQ¹ff þfE¦ffÜ ·fc A²¹ffd´f°f dU·ff¦f IZY A³fbÀffSX dIYÀff³fûÔ IYû 
ÀfdIYÊ»f SXZMX IZY dWXÀff¶f ÀfZ VfWXSXe ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ Qû ¦fb³ff AüSX QZWXf°f ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ ¨ffSX 
¦fb¯ff ¸fbAfUþf dQ¹ff þfE¦ffÜ B³f ¦ffÔU IYe þ¸fe³f IYf Ad²f¦fiWX¯f WXû¦ff : 
»fû³fe QZWXf°f, WXIYeIY°f´fbSX, Àf`Qb»ff¶ffQ, ´ffUe ÀfQIY´fbSX,VffQf¶ffQ Qb¦ffÊU»fe, 
A¦fSXû»ff, d¸f»fIY ¶ff¸f»ff,¸fÔOXü»ff AüSX ³ff³fc ¦ffÔU IZY dIYÀff³fûÔ IYe þ¸fe³f 
IYf Ad²f¦fiWX¯f dIY¹ff þfE¦ffÜ 32 dIY»fû¸feMXSX ÀfZ ª¹ffQf »fÔ¶fe ÀfOÞXIY ´fSX 
EIY MXû»f ´»ffþf ¶f³ff¹ff þfE¦ffÜ »fû³fe ¸fZÔ MXû»f ´»ffþf ¶f³ff¹ff þf³ff WX`Ü 
BÀfIZY d»fE þ¸fe³f ·fe QZJ »fe ¦fBÊ WX`Ü MXû»f ¶f³ff³fZ ´fSX Ad²fIYfdSX¹fûÔ IZY 
¶fe¨f ¸fÔ±f³f WXû ¦f¹ff WX`Ü E³fE¨fEAfBÊ ³fZ BÀf ¶ffSXZ ¸fZÔ dþ»ffd²fIYfSXe IYû ·fe 
AU¦f°f IYSXf dQ¹ff WX`Ü
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New manual being 
implemented in city jails

Our Correspondent
New Delhi/January 12

The Delhi government on Thursday informed the Delhi 
high court that it had implemented the new jail manual 
in all the three prisons in the capital from January 1. 
It said the new manual would address issues of prison 
reforms and bring basic 
uniformity in rules. Rahul 
Mehra, standing counsel 
for the Delhi government, 
informed a bench of Chief 
Justice Rajendra Menon 
and Justice V Kameswar 
Rao that the new manual 
has been notified and was 
now being followed by the 
authorities. The submissions 
were made by Mehra during 
the hearing of a bunch of pleas that highlighted human 
rights violations and conditions in the prison, including 
poor medical facilities. Mehra told the court that all issues 
pertaining to human rights violation would change after 
the implementation of the new jail manual. Following this, 
the court asked the amicus curiae to go through the manual 
and list out any issue that needed to be addressed. Earlier, 
the Delhi government had informed the court that the new 
jail manual would address all issues, including open and 
semi open jails, furlough and parole guidelines. The matter 
would be now heard in April 2019.

Work on two U-turns 
kicks off in Gurgaon

Our Correspondent
New Delhi/January 12

The underground U-turn will help commuters from 
Gurgaon who currently have to travel to Rajokri to take a 
U-turn to get to Ambience mall. According to officials, the 
two projects are estimated to cost Rs 161.90 crore, with 
Rs 102.94 crore being spent on the underground U-turn 
and Rs 58.96 crore on the elevated U-turn. Work on the 
underground U-turn near Ambience mall and the elevated 
U-turn at Shankar Chowk in Gurgaon began on Friday 
afternoon, with officials from the National Highways .

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu paying homage at the Statue 
of Swami Vivekananda, at Swarna Bharat Trust, in Muchintal, Hyderabad.

The Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal B.S. Dhanoa receiving the salute presented 
by the NCC cadets participating in NCC Republic Day Camp 2019, in New Delhi. The 
DG: NCC, Lt. Gen. P.P. Malhotra is also seen.

Documentary on missing 
JNU student Najeeb 
Ahmad screened

MM BUREAU
New Delhi/January 12

A documentary on missing Jawaharlal Nehru University 
student Najeeb Ahmad was screened in New Delhi’s YMCA 
auditorium on Thursday in the presence of Najeeb’s mother 
Fatima Nafees, Bihar RJD MP Manoj Jha, Vadgam MLA 
Jignesh Mevani, JNU professor Nivedita Menon and filmmaker 

Sunil Kumar, among others. 
The documentary , which was directed 

by Sunil Kumar, is 75-minutes long and 
has been titled Ammi. The documentary 
follows the trajectory of Najeeb Ahmad 
case and is replete with footage from 
various protests held across the national 
capital to demand action. Interspersed 
with interviews of friends and family 
who talk fondly of Najeeb, the film 
chronicles the various developments in 
the case which made national news and 

caused students to protest in streets, outside police stations, 
courts and even outside the CBI headquarters. On October 15, 
2016, Najeeb — a first year MSc student at JNU’s School of 
Biotechnology — went missing from his room at the varsity’s 
Mahi-Mandvi hostel following a scuffle with a group of people 
allegedly affiliated to Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad 
(ABVP) a day earlier. In October last year, the Central Bureau 
of Investigation filed a closure report in the case and said it 
had not found any evidence of foul play with regard to his 
disappearance. “Sunil and his team have put out the entire 
truth in front of everyone through this film,” Fatima said after 
the screening organised by United Against Hate on Thursday. 
“I do not want any more Najeebs in universities and that is why 
I am standing here. This government has betrayed me but it 
should not happen again,” she added. “After the 2014 elections, 
I observed that students — from FTII to Jamia.

Seeking ‘divine help’ to de-seal 
shops in Delhi’s Amar Colony

Our Correspondent
New Delhi/January 12
Sitting on a podium at a 

pavement in the Amar Colony 
market – where around 400 
shops had been sealed by the 
municipal corporation last 
March —Laxmi Narayan, 
a man in his 70s, chants 
a doha (prayer). With the 
l o u d s p e a k e r  a t t a c h e d 
to his microphone kept 
on full volume, the chant 
reverberates all around, 
r a i s i n g  h o p e s  a m o n g 
shopkeepers in the area.

Narayan — a pr iest 
who arrived in the city 
from Mehandipur Balaji in 
Rajasthan just days ago — 
has taken upon himself the 
task of ensuring that the 
shops are reopened soon, 
by conducting a nine-day 
religious ritual and chanting 
mantras.

But it was only by chance 
that Narayan had come to 
know of the sealing of shops in 

the market. Around six days 
ago, Narayan had landed up 
in the market, looking for a 
particular shop. But when he 
saw most of the shops with 
their shutters downed, he 
asked some shopkeepers in 
the area the reason behind 
this blanket shutdown.

When the shopkeepers 
described their problems since 
the sealing drive, conducted 
on the recommendation of 
Supreme Court-appointed 
moni tor ing  committee , 
Narayan told them it was 
time for divine intervention. 

“I was crossing the market 
when I saw all the shops 
closed. I asked around and 
got to know about the sealing 
drive and how the shops have 
been closed. That was when 
I suggested the shopkeepers 
to conduct a religious ritual 
to get their shops opened,” 
Narayan, who originally hails 
from Punjab, said.

The shopkeepers — who 
had, till then, lost all hopes 
of justice and recovering their 
losses — found hope in his 
words and decided to be part 
of the ritual.

S a n j a y  A r o r a ,  t h e 
owner of a shop in the busy 
market, sprung into action 
to organise the programme 
after Narayan told him that 
he would chant mantras 
for nine days so that his 
prayers reach the people who 
have sealed the market and 
they take back their orders. 
Arora, who has run from 
pillar to post to get his shop 
desealed, said organising the 

ritualistic prayer was his 
last-ditch attempt to revive 
the shop and his livelihood. 
“Panditji came to me one day 
and suggested we should do 
conduct a religious prayer 
to get our shops de-sealed. 
We want our sources of 
livelihood back. Hence, we 
agreed to make this effort and 
organised this,” Arora said.

Another shopkeeper, 
Manmohan Shyam Mehra, 
said they tried all possible 
ways to get their shops 
d e s e a l e d  a n d  m e t  a l l 
authorities, pleading for their 
mercy. However, he said, 
none of them have listened 
to their ordeals. “We have 
gone everywhere but nothing 
positive has happened. We 
are even ready to pay fines. 
Despite that, the authorities 
are not ready to budge from 
their stand. I am bankrupt 
and have borrowed money 
from the relatives to pay my 
children’s school fees,” Mehra 
said. 

Sheila Dikshit, team start 
election campaign

MM BUREAU
New Delhi/January 12
A day after taking charge, 

former Delhi chief minister 
and the state’s new Congress 
chief Sheila Dikshit on Friday 
launched the party’s election 
campaign with informal 
meetings with her core team.

On Fr iday  morning , 
well-wishers and supporters 
flocked Dikshit’s Nizamuddin 
east residence to congratulate 
the three-time CM on her 
new role.

In between accepting 
greetings and felicitations, 
Dikshit  conducted  two 
introductory meetings with 
party members. “The first 
step will be to meet people 
from all levels. Congress 
will be revived in Delhi,” 
Dikshit said. Senior Congress 
leaders said that a ceremony 
is being planned on January 
16 for Dikshit  and the 
three working presidents to 

formally take charge. Apart 
from Dikshit, three others 
— Haroon Yusuf, a former 
minister in Dikshit’s cabinet, 
Devender Yadav and Rajesh 
Lilothia, both two-time state 
legislators and present All 
India Congress Committee 
(AICC) secretaries — were 
appointed working presidents 
of Congress’ Delhi unit.This 
is the first time that three 
working presidents will lead 
the Congress’ charge to win 

the 2019 Parliamentary 
elections and the Assembly 
elections in the following 
year. Devender Yadav, one 
of the three new working 
presidents, said that the 
plan would be to chalk 
out a strategy and divide 
responsibilities between the 
three working presidents. 
“After a formal taking over, 
we will formulate a strategy 
for the elections and it is for 
the first time.

After killing, burying nephew in 
balcony, uncle went to try luck in films

Our Correspondent
New Delhi/January 12
In October last year, as 

the winter season was about 
to set in, Kajal Gupta had 
come to her mother’s house in 
Dabri. There she would often 
sit out on the mud pile in the 
flat’s third floor balcony and 
have food while soaking in the 
sun. Little did she know that 
she was sitting on the corpse 
of a software engineer, which 
lay buried under the mud, she 
said on Friday.

The engineer’s body was 
recovered on October 8 last 
year, almost three years after 
he was killed, when Gupta 
and her family members 
requested their landlord, 
86-year-old Vikram Singh, to 
get the balcony of their flat 
renovated.

During the renovation, 
when the boundary of the 
balcony was demolished, 
labourers found a human 
skeletal remains and alerted 
the police. The man was later 

identified as Jai Prakash 
Maharana (26), once a tenant 
at Singh’s three storey 
building, that has 11 flats.

Jai shared the flat with 
his maternal uncle Bijay 
Kumar Maharana, who police 
arrested from Hyderabad on 
January 6 this month, almost 
three years after the murder. 
Police said Bijay disliked Jai’s 
closeness to his girlfriend and 
therefore bludgeoned him to 
death on February 7, 2016.

Police said that Bijay, 

who had been hiding in 
Hyderabad, had changed his 
looks and had cut contacts 
with his family and friends 
was trying his luck in regional 
films.

Gupta, who still lives in 
the house, on Friday termed 
her experience as “haunting”. 
“It was hard to believe we 
had already spent about ten 
days with a dead body buried 
right next to us. Even the 
labourers who were digging 
were shocked. They silently 

left the spot and went straight 
to the police,” said Gupta, 
whose mother, younger sister 
and brother live in the house 
as permanent residents.

Gupta, who is married 
and is a frequent visitor 
to the house, said that on 
Wednesday police brought 
Bijay to the house to recreate 
the crime scene.

“ While recreating the 
crime scene at the house, 
Bijay showed police the spot 
where Jai was sleeping. At 
the spot, Bijay had attacked 
him with a ceiling fan motor. 
This is the exact spot where 
we sleep. I have been staying 
here for the last two months. 
The murderer(Bijay) also 
gave a detailed description to 
the police about how he buried 
the body and planted saplings 
on it. We saw his face. It 
didn’t have any remorse,” 
said, Gupta, a bank employee.

Gupta also said that Jai’s 
mother had come to Delhi 
and she stayed in the same 

flat for a few days after the 
body was recovered. She 
had also stayed in the house 
when her son went missing, 
unaware that her son was 
buried within metres of where 
she was sleeping .

V i k r a m  S i n g h ,  t h e 
landlord who owns the flat, 
said he had visited the house 
when Bijay spread rumours 
that Jai had gone missing. 
“I had gone to the house 
but found Jai’s room locked. 
That was the only way to the 
balcony. Bijay had locked 
the room from outside and 
told me that Jai has gone to 
Vaishno Devi,” Singh said.

Police officers said they 
are yet to recover the fan 
motor with which Bijay had 
bludgeoned Jai. “He told us 
that he washed the blood on 
the fan and took it out on the 
pretext of getting it repaired. 
He said he threw the fan in a 
nearby drain. We searched for 
the fan but are yet to recover 
it,” said an investigator.

One dead as school 
bus hits NDMC 
gardeners on cycle

Our Correspondent
New Delhi/January 12

An NDMC gardener died and his colleague sustained 
serious injuries after the bicycle on which they were travelling 
was hit by a private bus carrying school children near Khan 
Market Friday. While 59-year-old Rajender Prasad was killed 
on the spot because of head injuries, 46-year-old Rajender 
Singh sustained fractures in his legs, injuries to his spine, 

neck and head, officials from Ram Manohar 
Lohia hospital said. The victims were 
employed as gardeners and were posted 
with the New Delhi Municipal Corporation 
(NDMC) enquiry office. Police are yet to 
trace the errant driver, who abandoned 
the bus and fled the spot, leaving the 
children and teachers behind. Singh was 
riding the bicycle and Prasad was sitting 

behind him. “The bus came from the rear and hit them. We 
have registered a case of rash and negligent driving at Tughlak 
Road police station,” said DCP (New Delhi) Madhur Verma. 
Police questioned children and teachers from Sarvodaya Kanya 
Vidyalaya, Burari, who were at the time en route to visit the 
Lotus Temple near Nehru Place, but did not unearth anything 
conclusive, an officer said. The PCR call was made at 11.16 
am and a police team reached the spot to find the private 
bus, the broken bicycle and blood on the spot, the officer said. 
Colleagues of both gardeners said they had been coming to work 
on bicycles every day for the last two decades, travelling 20 
km to get there from home. Once they got to work, they would 
punch in and take their bicycles to run errands. Prasad had 
bought a scooter around four months ago.


